Fatal maternal tetanus following premature rupture of membranes and retained dead fetus.
A fatal case of tetanus arising from premature rupture of membranes in a retained dead fetus is presented. The condition followed the vaginal insertion of some herbs by a local herbalist. The case illustrates the danger of anaerobic infection in the presence of intrauterine fetal death particularly when it is complicated by premature rupture of membranes. Undue vaginal manipulation as happened in this case is an additional hazard and should be avoided.